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he Effect of Fining tha Ding Vu Marltime Canal on Shipping ro_ Halphong
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: ‘j_heria;i';mming"”b: the ,’Dimﬁ_ﬁ' Maritime Canal, a"érital iﬁnc '_in ’.',the madn

. 8ea appmaeh to Haiphmg s dry cargo wharves, would trap at. least tight ships ,

©a majority of them Connunist, o = - : e
i g WM t.he wharf a.rea and, if’ denial ‘of th‘e :

' Canal vere sustained, would far two months, at “ie“'ai»red‘ece. ‘the ability of

the port to discherge imports of dry. cargotby from 50 to 65 percents North

Vietnan's ability to adjust to interdiction of the Haritime Canal over a = -

© period longer than two months would Rmennix Woopmoxaix depend on ite ability

: 'tqf;na.’ke _gz"eg't',e‘z-j-‘nunipé;"sj -iaf_" ;ighter'a’ and st_gévgda‘é# ai(aia‘a'blecl* Cbngéaiion,t.hat-

vreaulted from the arrival o.f a record volume of dry cargo imports durmg January '

tnd stevederes 1n Hatphans

: .§1.968 indicntes that. the sup'vly ot both ughters

" is alreadymxited.

'-Tmm d smg s

11‘ tha ‘use: of tha; Dinh Vu Maritune Cannl vere denied to Ng‘t‘th Vie‘mam

as t.he result of aer:.al m;ining, it is &lmost certain Vthat a minixmm oi‘ iun eight

- ships would be trappe in the main wharf ares or Haiphong. If pat.terns established

L in 1967 continue four wcnld be Soviet, two Ch:lnesa Comnmiat or Eastern E.uropean,

' and two “‘ree World.

4 'Impact on the. Diseha rge of Import. Dry Gargoea .

In 1967, over 99 percent of morth Vietnam s imports by sea came through

' haiphong. aore than one million tons of these mpor-ts consisted of dry cargo. .
It is estimated that SO percent of these dry cargo :unporta were d:LScharged
,i‘rom ahips at berth onto the whawas, 30 percent were discharged int.o lighters

eithortfrom ships at berth or from ships anchared off the (? and thut
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S "‘j"‘_&xl dry cargoes will have t.o be discharged on the aeauard side oi’ the P»a.rit:um,ﬂ:

.vould be supplemented by that nof;longer mctxxﬁ-x uaable in the main i

» j’_k;."jfrom the main port area wwld not be»abl to'dia harge

X port &rea. Becsuae n would be"tra lling

and trmxid:mmnt poﬁnt-a west nnd nurthwes .Of Haip,

transload ing -

hhng, the lighters transferrsd

- iperiod as bei‘ore, even with an mcreaaed supp.‘ly of stevedores. Thus, the t.dal

formerly mmred over the aides of the shipa onto the whan'es, but by a ﬁ'&ctim

Cof the 30 percent that vas formarly discharged :into lighters in the main

: _':nort area. With discharge capacity reduced by more than 50 percent, Nor'ch

| f’-,Vietnam would be under immediat.e pressure t.o expand ita 1ighter fleet. Once _‘

t*isn fleet was expanded suff:.ciently to prwida work for the stevedorea

K might also become s pmblem. It would probably take a minizrmm‘ of two. months

_rendered surplus by' the closura of tha wharves ’ the suppl,y of atevedoras

Approved For Release 2002/01/29 : CIA-RDP78T02095R000800040033-2

"gex- distances between the ships S

5 much cargo in 8 given

s e




